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ROD TURNBSULL/KANSAS CITY 


BRIGHT OUTLOOK FOR CORN CROP 
ANNCR: 


THE STATE OF KANSAS IS KNOYN MOSTLY FOR ITS WHEAT. BUT 
EASTERN KANSAS ALSO GROWS CORN, AND THE STATES TO THE EAST 
OF KANSAS GROW MORE CORN THAN ANYWHERE ELSE It: THE WORLD. 
THIS WEEK, AGRICULTURE SPECIALIST ROD TURNBULL DROVE OUT OF 
KANSAS CITY AND FOUND THIS YEAR'S CORN ALREADY GROWING IN 
THE FIELOS. 

VOICE: 

DRIVING OUT FROM KANSAS CITY IN ANY DIRECTION A PERSON 
CAN SEE THE NEWLY-SPROUTED CORN STRETCHING IN LONG ROWS 
IN THE BIG FIELDS, BUT THIS IS HIGHLY UNUSUAL FOR THIS TIME 
OF YEAR. THIS CORN IS FROM THREE WEEKS TO A MONTH EARLY. 
SOME FARMERS ARE STILL PLANTING CORN -- AND EVEN THIS IS 
EARLY WHEN COMPARED WITH MOST PREVIOUS YEARS. 

THE EARLY PLANTING HAS 5EEN POSSIBLE BECAUSE THE WEATHER 
HAS BEEN ALMOST IDEAL. LAST AUTUMN RELATIVELY DRY WEATHER 
PERMITTED FARHERS TO PLOW FIELDS WHICH WERE NOT SUBJECT TO 
EROSION, THIS MEANT A MELLOW SEED-BED WOULD BE WAITING 
AS SOON AS SPRING ARRIVED THIS YEAR. DRY WEATHER IN THE WINTER 
AND EARLY SPRING PERMITTED FURTHER EARLY PLOWING. THEN 
WHEN WARM WEATHER ARRIVED AHEAD OF SCHEDULE, FARNERS 
STARTED PLANTING. ADMITTEDLY, THEY WERE TAKING A CHANCE ON 
A LATE FROST, BUT APPARENTLY THEY HAVE ESCAPED THIS HAZARD 
$O FAR, 

THIS MAY BE THE EARLIEST PLANTING EVER FOR AMERICAN 
CORN, ALTHOUGH IN YEARS PAST, THERE PROBABLY WERE SPRINGS 


JUST AS WARM AS THIS ONE. YEARS AGO, FARMERS JUST DIDN'T 
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PLANT AS EARLY, EVEN WHEN THEY HAC THE OPPORTUNITY. 

FARMERS WERE HAPPY TO HAVE ALL THEIR COR: PLANTED BY THE END 
OF MAY, BUT HYBRID SEED AHO CHEMICALS WHICH HELP KEEP THE 
SEED FROM DECAYING IN THE SOIL HAVE MADE EARLIER PLANTING 


POSSITELE IN A WARM YEAR. ALSO, RECENT EXPERIENCE HAS 


SHOWN THAT THE EARLY-PLANTED CORN ~- IF IT DOESN'T 
RU INTO LATE FROST ~-- WILL YIELD BETTER THAN CORN PLANTED 
LATER, 


CORN PLANTING ALWAYS STARTS IH THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE 
UNITED STATES, THEN THE STEDING GRADUALLY MOVES NORTH. THIS 
YEAR SOME SEEDING ALREADY HAS CEEN ACCOMPLISHED AS FAR 
NORTH AS WISCONSTi!, AND IS MORE THAN ONE-THIRD COMPLETED 
IN HESSOURI, NEXT TO KANSAS. IF THERE 1S GOOD GROWING 
WEATHER THROUGH THE SUMMER, THE ANOUNT OF LAND BEING 
PLANTED TO CORN Hil THE UNITED STATES THIS YEAR MAY MEAN 
A HARVEST It} EXCESS OF ONE HUNDRED FIFTY MILLION METRIC 
TONS, WHICH WOULD BE THE LARGEST Ii HISTORY. SUCH A 
CROP WOULD ASSURE AMPLE SUPPLIES FOR ALL AMERICAN 
NEEDS AND FOR ALL EXPORTS. 

SQ MUCH FOR CORI, TiiE WARM WEATHER ALSO MEANS 
THAT SPRING WHEAT PLANTING IS FAR AHEAD OF NORMAL FOR 
THE UNITED STATES. IN MINHESOTA, A STATE WHICH BORDERS 
CANADA, ALMOST HALF THE SPRING WHEAT IS PLANTED NOW -- 
THREE TIMES AS MUCH AS NORMAL FOR THIS THE OF THE YEAR, 
IN SOUTH DAKOTA, SPRING WHEAT PLANTING IS ALMOST COMPLETE, 
ALMOST A MONTH AHEAD OF SCHEDULE. SOME ALFALFA FIELDS 


IN THE MIDDLE PART OF THE UIITED STATES ARE BEING HARVESTED 
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FOR HAY. IT NOW IS POSSIGLE -- IF THE WEATHER REMAINS 
FAVORABLE FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE YCAR FOR SOHE 
ALFALFA FIELDS TO PRODUCE FIVE HAY CROPS THIS YEAR. 
NORMALLY FOUR CROPS ARE PRODUCED. 

THE EARLY SPRING STORY WOULD NOT BE COMPLETE, HOMEVER, 
IF IT FAILED TO MENTION A FEELING AMONG AMERICAN FARMERS 
THAT THE MIDWEST PART OF THE COUNTRY WILL EXPERIENCE A DRY 
SUMMER. AND THAT'S ONE REASON THEY WAIT TO GET STARTED 
EARLY. FARMERS BASE THEIR FECLING PARTLY ON THE FACT THAT 
THIS COUNTRY HAS EXPERIENCED DRY PERIODS ABOUT EVERY 
TWENTY YEARS, AND SUCH A PERIOD IS DUE AGAIN NOW -~ AND 
SOME WEATHER AUTHORITIES THINK CONDITIONS ARE SUCH 
THAT A DROUGHT IS LIKELY. THE DRY WEATHER I'! KANSAS 
AND OTHER PLAINS STATES THIS PAST WINTER ALSO IS TAKEN 
AS A SIGN OF MORE TO COME. 


GH/PSM 


